Cancer Care for Refugees and Displaced Populations: Middle East Conflicts and Global Natural Disasters.
Conflicts and natural disasters can cause major disruptions to people's lives. Media and news agencies usually focus on immediate consequences of these events, including loss of life and injuries, environmental and property destruction, and relief efforts. In this article, we will examine the effects of conflicts (focusing on in the Middle East) and global natural disasters on patients already diagnosed with cancer and on those who are diagnosed with cancer during and in the immediate aftermath of these events. We will review the limited literature, provide situational analysis, and discuss medical relief efforts, governmental readiness, and the role of United Nations agencies and international nongovernmental organizations. We will also discuss treatment of patients with cancer in the context of prolonged displacements and limited resources.